
Sustainability 

I don’t know if others have noticed this, but it seems that more, well-known companies are 

promoting their eco-friendliness. In recent weeks I‘ve seen at least three new TV adverts where their 

green credentials are central to the message – apparently, Fairy Liquid cleans at lower temperatures, 

Levis last longer so need replacing less often & Carlsberg are planting seagrass. It’s great that the 

discussion of sustainability, in all its forms, is becoming more mainstream. However, we mustn’t 

allow this to lull us into a false sense of confidence. These small steps together with lots of small 

changes made by each one of us will only take us part way to the protection of our world’s future. 

We still need to see large organisations and especially the government making bigger, long lasting 

changes. 

Still too many of our large banks are investing in fossil fuels. We have a choice as to whether we wish 

to support this behaviour. Where does our bank sit on the ethical ladder? Government, perhaps 

through county and local council, needs to be encouraged to introduce a culture where, for instance, 

new buildings are constructed to standards which minimize energy usage and facilitate the sharing 

of zero carbon energy within communities. Does our planning process take due consideration of the 

saving of key habitats which sustain biodiversity? Are we willing to support those organisations that 

lobby government to support overseas projects which make for a greener world as well as benefiting 

the peoples of those countries. 

This doesn’t abdicate us from our individual responsibilities and as I indicated a few months ago we 

can make significant differences through our travel and food choices. It’s also all too easy to justify 

the next new thing – to be trapped in the consumerist culture rather than adopting the ‘reduce, 

reuse, recycle’ mantra. That said, as Christians, we live under grace and I would suggest that we 

shouldn’t stress over some of these very complex issues. I’m looking for a replacement car for Sue at 

the moment and deciding on the specification and performance is involving lots of research! 

However, I’m also investigating the green footprint of the cars at the same time and seriously 

considered keeping the 22 year old Golf going. In this case, as far as I can tell, that is not an 

environmentally friendly solution! 

I’m thrilled that the Church of England is committed to being carbon ‘net zero’ by 2030 and I 

sincerely hope that our efforts to gain an Eco-Church Silver Award will support achievement of this 

objective. The PCC recently considered the topic and as we come out of lockdown we will hopefully 

be able to pursue improved heating and better lighting while still reducing our carbon footprint. As 

you might imagine this will involve a lot of work so if there is anyone who wishes to be involved, 

please contact the Parish Office. If you have any experience that you might share, that is also very 

welcome.  
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