
Angels & Saints   Thought for May 
 
May is the month when we begin to think that summer is on its way, although I remember my 
Mother saying to me, as a child who wanted to change into her summer school uniform, ‘Ne’er cast 
a clout till May be out’!  I knew what she meant but I have only just checked out what casting a clout 
meant.  I see that it does indeed refer to not taking off winter clothes too soon!  And the weather 
forecast on my phone suggests that we will be getting some of the April rains that didn’t appear last 
month.  The gardens certainly need the water.  
 
Water is a necessity for life, but we need to help keep the balance between too little and too much, 
either can have a devastating effect on people all over the world.  And climate change is disturbing 
that balance.  We will reflect on this and our part in it, at our Christian Aid service on Sunday 16th 
May. (details on page 2) 
 
This May is also the month when two of the major feasts of the Christian Church occur.  The first, 
Ascension Day, which is 40 days after Easter, is on 13th May and the second festival, Pentecost, is 
on 23rd May, 50 days after Easter. 
The 10 days between these great feast days have become days of waiting between Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven and the sending of the Holy Spirit. There will be services at the church to 
celebrate both of these celebrations.  (details on page 4)  
 
Waiting can be difficult but it is often necessary. At the time, it was necessary for the disciples to 
come to terms with what had happened.  Jesus had died and then after the resurrection he had 
been amongst them and then they had to let Him go again and wait for the promised Spirit to be 
upon them.   
 
We are waiting now in between lockdown dates, to discover whether It will be safe to relax 
restrictions and plan for a more ‘normal’ summer.  Whilst I was trying to remember the sequence of 
events last year, for my annual report, I looked up the dates of the national and local lockdowns, 
and of the changing regulations, and this made me realise just how difficult 2020 had been.  And yet 
we have come through it, not without great cost, but by making positive contributions to others’ 
wellbeing.   Even though we may be in a hurry to reclaim our freedoms, we will need to take time to 
reflect upon the full enormity of the situation we have been through. Time can’t be hurried.  But with 
patience and prayer, like the disciples at Pentecost, we can be joyful as we recognise that the Holy 
Spirit is with us, guiding and sustaining us as we take the next steps in our recovery.   
 
 

 
 

With love, and God’s blessing, Deborah  


