
Rolling our Stones Away 
 
Jesus is risen! Jesus is alive! Jesus is with us continually  -  and that means NOW! He told 
us that He and His Father are always at work, both in us and for us (John 5:17). Because 
Jesus is THE TRUTH, we CAN take Him at His word and believe what He says.  
 
Almighty God caused the stone to be rolled away from the tomb in which Jesus had been 
laid. Paul encourages us that "if the spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal  bodies, because 
His spirit lives in you"   (Romans 8:11). 
If we could only grasp this truth! It seems too good to be true.....it blows our minds!  
 
However, we are also told that since the Word is a living Word, it applies to us just as much 
as it did to the people of its day, and still has power to change and heal us.  Jesus IS with us 
continually and working for us.  
 
So how can we co-operate with His work in us? Why are we so much of the time not 
experiencing this liberation?  
 
Maybe, partly like Mary at the tomb, we cannot see Jesus standing there before us because 
of our own tears/ fear/ situation. Only when we are ready will we sense His real presence 
with us. 
Maybe, we're not taking His Word deep into our hearts and souls ,but it remains at head 
level.  
And maybe, we need to be prepared to allow God to "roll our stones away" so that, like 
Jesus, we can be set free. Stones of fear, anger, hurt, disappointment, loss, confusion..... 
 
These "stones" are blockages and need to be faced, acknowledged and released. When we 
CAN do this, like Mary, our experience can be one of indescribable wonder and 
overwhelming relief. Our bruised and troubled hearts can then receive the healing balm from 
those tender, scarred hands of the eternal Christ.  
 
This reminds me of the raising of Lazarus in John 11. All were weeping because of the death 
of Lazarus, but Jesus instructed them to "roll the stone away". He called Lazarus to come 
out of the tomb - and Lazarus did. Jesus told the people "I AM the resurrection and the life", 
and that through this miracle they had seen God's glory and would believe. The people had 
been reluctant to roll the stone away as they knew it would be unpleasant...but when they 
did, their grief turned to joy. 
 
If we can roll our stones away, it may not be easy or pleasant while we face what we've 
buried inside us but our grief and troubled hearts will turn to joy, too.  
 
God loves us so much, His desire is for us to KNOW His forgiveness and renewal, and to 
know that His grace is always sufficient for us (2 Cor 12:9). 
 
 As you reflect on the glorious truth of Easter, you may feel that you can invite the Lord to 
help you identify your "stones" that are blocking you enjoying greater freedom. Then, let 
those stones, one at a time, be rolled away, and step into the light again.  
 
This may well not solve or remove your problems that quickly. But, being filled with all joy 
and peace as you trust Him, you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 15:13).  You WILL have that unique peace that only God can give.  That 
transforms us so that we see things very differently  and we have strength to go on until 



things are resolved. After all, God is able “to do immeasurably more than we would ask for or 
ever imagine, according to His riches in Christ Jesus” ( Ephesians 3:20). 
 
God never wants His precious children to be in darkness, whatever the cause.  
"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! .. He has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3) 
 
I pray that we may all step into The Light of Easter more fully, "roll our stones away" and 
however tough our present circumstances, be able to say with Mary "I have seen the Lord" 
Alleluia! He is risen indeed!  
 
 
Postscript 
Many of us, who have hardly been anywhere or seen anyone for months,  feel quite daunted 
and even a little afraid of going out into the world again -  even though we've longed for this 
time. The first steps out, meeting people and going places again, will require courage. Again 
God invites us to "roll the stone away", to come out of our houses  and into the light of a 
fuller life. Know that you do not step out alone: let Him hold your hand and ask Him to make 
you more fully aware of His presence with you every step of the way.  "Be of good courage, 
do not be afraid. For I am the Lord your God and I am with you always" ( Joshua 1:9)  
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